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* me to live is ; Chril g 1 4. is, gain, Fon 
"am in a el behwixt yoo, having efire to de- we 
1 mann ee 8 
e — gd ar ono my . 4 5 
N. ene e dope, che departure of © 

our dear young; friend, dur objec: is not to  _ 
| beſtow. encomiums on the degeaſed, but c 

a dmire the grace of God, chat inſſuented bee 


lite and made eaſy the paflage of death. F The 


9 


bappineſs which à believer in Chriſt. exper = 


nences in the near. approach .of deaths, is. the 12 5 
moſt refined and reaſonable in its ſiature, 1A 1 
man entirely deſtitute of love 40 Goa, 
may poſſeſs a, very great ſhare of, fax 
even in his dying moments ; but Bie 
being ungcquainted with evangelical holineſ, 
bis fortitude deſerves no hetter name 5 
chat of inſenſipility. Almoſt all men try to s 1 : 
concile themſelves to the ſtroke of death, | eh et. 


| — God or this * 


-— themſelves to men. This ſtills - 5 4 
, their minds which would elſe accuſe them. 7. © Þ 


iS, 


« 2s of 


©" GT 


* 


4 oF ** 


- 
-TX* l 
w Ta 1 
* a 
4 wy 


* 
8 


= 


ll 4 * 
N 
N 
1 

FE *£ 

&F A 
Ui 12A 

1 1 
1 


— 9 1 N 
5 line N Gb £74 WEE W 
4 l 0 F F * * 5 F 
* . 
* 1 * 1 5 
' PY % # F 
\ 4 N Y , 
\ « 1 - 
= \ Wenn 5 * ; FO * 
*. 4 - - ” 
N - I) wo | ö 
CCC | FA 
1 r $ 7 
o = - Yo T4 * * Fa: 4 ? . | 1 a g 
EE © « 4 g 
0 15 * 4 4 
8 2s * * » q pe * , 
3.% * #% "1 þ 
* * 1 L774 1 
C5,” # 1 = 1 * * F k 
7 : 4 > 5 1 — 
RY 3% 5 SIE J 8 55 "Ys | 5 q 
: * 1 ** * : ” 
4; 700 * 1 » 1 


— 


| | heart towards his fellow Chriſti 
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And ſhould 8 be ed in ſpirit, on ac - 
count of their paſt behaviour, they endeavour 


to renew their repentance, or extenuate their 
— guilt; by calling upon thoſe, around them, to 
recolleck, Mat they have done ſome actions 
which. they hope will merit the favour of 
Sold. The ſincere Chriſtian wiſhes to keep a 
| void of offence towards God, and 
1 ds man; but his pleaſure ariſes not ſo 


much fram the latter, as from the former. X 
be has ſurveyed. the' benevolence of his 
| and fellow | 
 tereſt'of  lis/Lord-and' Maſter; his conſtant 
attachment to the ſtrvice of his 
De e. 1 e bee 


* ne The approbation of mortals to 
| ſaint would be very, unacceptable: 
and did be not-experience the 'friendſhip of 

ad, would" be a6 unpleaſant ag "the 


ſhort. ' Ie is included in theſe two lines ;= 
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1 exalts the Lord Jeſus 0 
promotes , 
ſinner in the duſt of Geifabaſamgces: a con- 
ſcious unworthineſa. Min WIRE 05h: 

In the variegated 4 of Une how 2 
many are living to themſelves, who never 

think ſeriouſly; that it is * in God they live, 
e move, and have their being.” Their whole 
| employ ſeems to be comprehended in * What 
„ ſhall we eat? what ſhall we drink? where- 


© withal ſhall we be clothed?” how ſhall we 


appear to the greateſt advantage at ſuch 4 


place? or how ſhall we entertain ſuch'a coms. 
pany ? Amidſt all thefe anxieties,” the objec 
that ought to engage their attention, and ab- 


ſorb every other concern, is entirely neglected. 
Not ſo the writer of this epiſtle, his conſtant. 


n. * 167 le Ans 


fie and death, is gain. 


text, it may not be improper to obſerve; that 
our dear young friend made choice of this pa- 


Koi was the 1 ue ſentiment of her 


4001 * e 


aim was, That Chrift ſhould be magnified. 
in his body, whether it were by liſe, or by 
death. For me (he ſays) to live is Chriſt, 
And to die is gain. Or, as it is rendered by 
another tranſlator, For Chriſt to me, both int 


Before we enter on a full diſcuſfon'of: dur 


fage as the ſubje&”to improve” her deceaſe. 


2 

— 

1 
» 


* 


6 A '£ 8 5 7 = | * 55 
I have ho doubt; that the lived in the per- 
ſuaſion of its da, and died under the fame 
influence, is a matter of great'conſolation =: 
all who attended her during her bated * 
In diſcourſing from this ſweet pc ; we 
ſhall attend to the following propoſitions. | . 
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ww A DO 4 1. e e Wnt that Chriſt is gin . 5 
3 deo the Chriſtian, in life and in death, | 5 


1 That the Chriſtian's mind is Salad 
ſſuſpendec, and he knows not wine Aw 
RR =" "chookk, whether life or death. e 4 0 


. 
a e 


1 fs ; ni 5 | Ez TER oe 
V i. That his choice is inal 33 122 75 
=_ ag Cheſt is far better. 8 3 mr reg 56 : 
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42 


rde We igtend to apply the ſubject; : 


„ pra that Divine energy may acconipiny 
Tz. "the wers we hearts or all preſent. x pity 


#01: "nl 4 


A . 125 
| 8 As we Wr in 8 from Our text, 


| [ * bo ES to.conſider. i it, agreeable to Beza's tranſlation, 
I}. | andthe opinion of ſeveral eminent expo: 
EEK 
© Si ne, The wall extors d 

=. believing Romans, * To put on the Lord Jeſus 

Dy. ©, Chriſt,” And when Writing to the Epher 

"of fans, he ſays, © Ye have not ſo learned Chriſt.” T Z 
we.” M Meaning, | we preſume, the goſpel of N. | 


X 1 | 8 
e 
9 » >+ 1 


1 


„ 
This idea ve wich to adopt at this time, t 
to the excluſion of Chriſt himſelf; for certain - 


ly the apoſtle had determined that to be in- 


tereſted in his Lord and Saviour was the moſt 
valuable bleſſing. that a rational” being could 
polſibly poſſeſs. % ty 


Our firſt . is, . Clint 5 1 E 


Crit is che higheſt advantage tothe Chriſtian 


in life and in death. 


x " Herein the arniable, and righteous charac- 
ter of God is clearly revealed. 

Independent of the goſpel we never . 
fo fully have known the true God, and * 


Only begotten Son Jeſus Chriſt. ON 
- ReſpeCting the knowledge of the former, i it * 


is clearly diſplayed | in the miniſtry of the latter. 


; God (lays he) is a Spirit, and he that wor- | 


i * ſhippeth him, muſt do it in ſpirit and in 

truth. And as it reſpects the glories of 
' . we are, excepting a few inſtances, 
under an eternal obligation to his Father for 


_  _revealing them ſo clearly to us. —Bleſſed be 


God, his word is every way Oey 0 make 
us wiſe unto ſal vation. 

When the miniſtry cf the goſpel 1 4 
' with God's power tothe hearts of men, 
they ſee new. objects, hear new ſounds, think. 
new thoughts, and perform new actions. ad 
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5 They have gained knowledge, 


EY 8 we juſtneſa of God; but now they behold 


+  * wotks and holy in all his Ways.“ Once 


* 


| july tay bold un Chet ales thai, Wt 


Once they were ignorant of the holineſs * 

God but now they know that he is © glorious = 2 
in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing Won. 
ders.“ Once they were unacquainted with 


With pleaſure, that he is a juſt God and a 
Saviour.“ That he is righteous in all his 


they were inſenſible to the goodneſs of God, 
- hut now they explore his tender mercies 
over all his works, and his compaſſion 
vouchſafed to the moſt nwo They 
.. - were deſtitute of any juſt ideas of the amiable 
perfe&tions of God; but the goſpel, which is 
4 divine mirror, refleQs the glory of the Lord 5 
"it repreſents his real image ; it holds i it up to 
 . their wondering ſouls; and they cannot but 
be aſtoniſhed, that they ſhould have remained 
Infenſible ſo long to an object poſſeſſing ſuch. 
| excellencies. © The natural, (or unenli htened) 
man, diſcerneth not the things of the , of 
God, they are fooliſhneſs unto him, he can- 
not know them, becauſe 1 are ſpiritually | 
« diſcerned.” 1 Cor, ii. 14. = 
As it is the province ol men to R 
. knowledge, and every - addition Which they 
_recxive, will in a greater, or leſs degree be ad- 
r | ; | , NN: 
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la che New Teſtament ure readthar;Anabley 
a Sapphira, were ſtruck dead, for having 


lied _—_— the Holy Ghoſt, in/ keeping” back 
| of the price of their poſſeſſions; But a 
more awful repreſentation of Ged's diſpleaſure 
to fin is not to be found than that contained in 
the firſt chapter to the Romans, The apaſtle, 
ſurveying the depravity of. the furrounding 
_ . Gentile nations, who did not like to retain God 
in all their thoughts, ſays, * For this cauſe ** 
God gave them oyer to a reprobite * 
1 to do thoſe things which are not convenient,” 
To be ſpiritually acquainted with God, who 
is the perfeckion of holineſs, and who diſap- - 
proves of every action in intelligent creatures 
- that is contrary to his own nature, and to his 
| holy law, myſt be conſidered, by every true 
Chriſtian, as a gain that he can by no means 4 
fully eſtimate while in this impetfect fate. Nor 
- ought our ideas of fin to be confined. to im- _ 
moral and ridiculous actions; the ſacred pages 
abou God's diſpleaſure er the evil | 
thou y of men's hearts. __ 
From a confideratipn of the omaiprgſence 
of the Almighty, the Pſalmiſt lays, T 1 
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ither ſhall 1 flee from thy — 
If1 aſcend ganas thou gas: 
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| Coke us to forgive thoſe who. treſpaſs againſt 


„„ 
he I * 


n 12 d . Pl 
If [make wy bed in the une vel thou 
; * art there! 1 | 
IF I take the wings of the morning, 


And dwell in ee eee iy ocean; 


There alſo thy hand ſhall lead me, 
And thy right hand ad hold me. ths Hy 
Fe: 


To be ſenſible that we are 3 the ge 
care of © our Father who is in heaven; to'be 
ne to addreſs him for our daily bread ; to 
pray for the aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, to 


un; and to encourage us to expect the forgive - 
neſs of all our treſpaſſes; to prevent us from 
8 into the way of temptation; and to 


deliver us from all evil; to poſſeſs us with a 


determination to Ee all the glory of our 
| happineſs to him; if we are taught this heaven- | 


J e 


may ſafely conclude that *Chriſt is gain to us. 
II. The. goſpel of Chriſt is gain to. the 
Chriſtian, inaſmuch as he learns the 
5 * ledge of the perſon and offices of Qi 
n important queſtion was once pri 
Meſhah to his diſciples; ** Whom do 
fay, that I, the Son of man, am.” This 
enquiry extorted from his Follogers, what 
were the opinions of (the Jews W 


ese ee 11. 


* 


woman, ma 


1 


ed iy fall, Rams A tist thin r NU 


the Baptiſt, ſome Elias, and others Jeremias, or 
one of the old prophets. He ſaith unto them, 
But whom ſay ye that I am? And Simon 


eter anſwered and ſaid, Thou art the Chriſtt 


the Son of the living God,” Mat. xvi.; 16. 
Had Peter been miſtaken in this important 
* article of his faith, Jeſus Chriſt would certainly 
have ſet him right; but inſtead of finding fault 
with his declaration, he commends him, yea, 
he bleſſes him This Divine meſſenger came 


down from heaven having received his com- 


miſſion immediately from his Father. He 
had 1 with his Father before the world 


_ * But when the fulneſs of the time was 


come God- ſent forth his Son, made of 2 
made under the law, to 'redeem 
them that-were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of ſons; - And When he 
bringeth his firſt begotten into the world, he 


9 _ And let all the angels of God worſhip | 


= OT and his miniſters a flame of 
| t unto the Son he ſaith, Thy 

93 is for ever and ever; a benen e | 
teouſneſc is the ſceptre of thy kingdom i 
haſt. loved righteouſneſs and hated iniquity ; 


- th&efore God, even thy God, hath anointed 
; * with the oil e above thy fel- 


And of the angels he faith, Who make 


lows.” 1 


* 


1 


— 2 God manifeſt in the 


fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of angels, | 
_ preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in 


the world, received up into glory,” 1 Tim. 


ii. 16. Theſe truths are evidently revealed 
in che New Teſlament, that all men might 
— honour the Son even at they honour the 
Father.” Hence ſays our divine Maſter, He 
that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not 
the Father which hath ſent him.  Verily, 


verily, I ſay unto you, he that heareth my 


Word, and believeth on him that ſent me, 


bath everlafling life, and ſhall not come into 


perfeQions, which coriſtitutes the eſſence of 


God; like him he is eternal, like him he is 


cmiipeetbtit, like him he is almighty, he knows 
all things like him, he poſſeſſes the fglneſs of 


the Godhead like him, and like him ts the 
moſt profound homage of the mind. If an- 


gels | commanded to worſhip him, and they 


uſher him into the world; if they reverence 
the Son of God, let us not be afraid d Maped 


to pay bim'adoraton, That which is moſt dear 


to . u Hs commit to his band. 
Stephen 


” Heb: i. 8, 9. This is n great 


| condemnation; but is paſſed from death unto 

| — life,” John v. 23, 24. Whatever perfections 
m are afcribed to the Father are aſcribed to the 

; Son of God; he poſſeſſes that eminence of 


. 


1 
Stephen, when ſuſtaining the moſt n 
pains, while the Jews were ſtoning him, with 
perfect compoſure of mind,, lifted up his ſoul 
to heaven, and ſaid, Lord Jeſus, receive my | 
ip irit. AQs vii. 39. 
"4 ” The author of the Epiſtle to. Timothy, rl 
encouraging. his fon. in the goſpel of Chriſt 
againft perſecutions, ſays, Nevertheleſs I am 


na aſhamed; for 1 know whom I have be- 


lieved, and I am perſuaded chat he is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto him 
againſt that day.” 2 Tim. i. 12, However 
fublime the teſtimony of the prophets. was, yet 
their miniſtrations were eclipled by the fupe- - 
rior. light of the. goſpel of Chriſt. Liſe and 
immortality. were brought to light by the 


5 golpel. 3 


from the human heart ; every cloud of 
perſtition and idolatry is diſperſed: when che 
great. Sun of righteouſneſs ariſes. - And bleſſed 
be God, our horizon has enjoyed his enlight- 
ening and animating beams..; Every thing that 
is eſſential to the worlhip of God, every honors | 
that WES, to the Lord of life and glory; in 

fine, all that is neceſſary for us to kngyw, to. 
_ Prachiſe, and to rejcice nn 
indelible charaders. 5 

II. In che goſpel we become. acquainted 
C 3 | 
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power of God. Look at the affiduity of Jeſus 


His diſciples 3 and his 


pa — 


i” = 
We ie d of a young . who was att 
artetidunt it the houſe of the Lord ; of a 8 


= 


Timothy who had been abquilnted with the 


ſcriptures" from a child; but this beavenly 

prodigy,' at the age of e years, purs the - 
learned Rabbies to the bluſh f in the temple. 
Indeed he is the wiſdom of God, as well as the 


in doing good. With animation he preaches 


the -goſpel to the poor, and the opening of 'the 


priſon to them that ate bound. Te proclaims 
liberty to the \captive ſoul. Come unto me 


all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and IF * 


_ will give you reſt.” Take my yeke upon you; 
and learn of me, for T am meek and lowly'in 5 


heart: and ye ſhall find reſt to your ſouls.” 


 Matt{ Kl, 28, 29. The patience of Jeſus 'was 
aſtoniſhing; even to his enemies; his heavenly 
mindedueſb was univerſal and cotftant ;” his 
prayers were fervent ; his zeal was unweari - 
ed z his obedience was cbaithenfarate with the 


Divine law; his humility" and condeſcenſion 
made a ſtüng impteſſon ou the minds of 
his fortitude, even in the 
girdeg/of Gethiſemene, cauſed thoſe that were 
about to apprehend: him, to fell proftrate 0 


the ground. | SST e ene, 


His whole ife was e e G0 him; 


ſelf, 3 — I Ouy 


way 
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1 
- of character ſo glorious may well be ib 
de gas tothe Chriſtian, | e 007 ork bite 
_ - IV. We will briefly add, that to know Chin 5 
ta bl /aferinge; andthe power of his gar - | 
bs an ineftimable advantage, e 
To rely on his atoning blood ; de be clethsd = 
1 to kom that hegave 
himſelf a raxſom for us; theſe ure blefſings 
of the utmoſt importance to us in this world, 
But when we enter into the beavenly: fate, 
chat eee eee 18 
nd : beholds | ah Lamb af God: eee 
away the ſin. of the world. We wonder, ad 
we adore! We afk the queſtiom Was tice 
any ſorrow like unto the ſorrow. of the Son f 
God, which was done unte him, whetewith 
the er allied la in e eee . 
anger,” . AIR So ODS Sean enn „ 
However weten, ou kim ay Ae „ 
form a juſt idex of the richriefs of the blood of | 1 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in-the pardon of lia yet 
inhabitants of the celeſtial city. And reſpect- 
ing the departure of our deur ſiſter in Chriſt, 
we do not ſorrow us theſe without hope. —_—_ 
nnn "oY 


WS. ” 
Vl nenen more be ſeen hy us io. this vale. of 
tears 3 nevertheleſs, we have reaſon. to con- 
In from the word of God, that when, ſhe | 
' was ahſent from the body, ſhe was — 
with the Lord.“ To have lived, would have 
1 deen to, the, praiſe, of Chuiſt, and ſurely, to 
= diem gain. | 
. To enjoy the i influences of 
dhe goſpel of Chrift, is certainly an valuable 
_ -gainto the Chriſtian. ee ee Eo 
| Wbt empty things are the gains of the mer- 
chant b how trifling are the laurels of the con- 
queror ; and ho inſignificant are the titles 
and che ſplender of the moſt dignified perſon- 
_ ages, hen compared with the real poſſeſſions 
2 1 5 — —— Chriſtian. Every. earthly enjoyment is 
we 7 at beſt but tranſient. The merchant may riſk 
Wd. all his wealth, and in one. voyage be reduced 
toi a ſtate of poverty. The conqueror to-day 
may be a priſoner to- mort. And the mo- 
narch, whoſe throne appeared ſecure, may 
be driven from his kingdom, and forced 
SA toi ſeek an aſylum in ſome foreign country. 
3 Such is the mutability of fortune. But this 
is got che caſe, with the Chriſtian's gain; his 
— treaſure is in heaven, where the moth cannoc 
Cxurrupt it, neither can the thief break through 
andi ſteal. His heavenly Father ſupplies all 


di none; even. in this world ; he deals n 
1 4 . 5 A 7 8 5 ; + | ot; \ 


ain. n 410454 28 bn aig} aa denen. 


| 74 19 37 1 
5 tion to PO and if hie demands be 
N at he receives great ſupplics. Thus he 18 
taught to aſſ that he may receive, to ſeek that 
he may find, and to knock that the treaſiire : 
of grace may be opened to him 
How conſpicuous is the change har the 
grace of God effects in the ſouls' of men 
4 They are born again; created auew) in 
Chriſt Jeſus unto good works; begotten again 
_ _nato-a lively hope by the refurs dbu of 
| Chriſt from the dead; old thitigs are paſſed 
ay, behold all things are become new. 
To exchange carnal deſires for a"ſanQified 
mind; to part with the joys of ſenſe for the 
myſteries" of the goſpel ; to diſpenſe with the 
friendſhip of the world, and to enjoy the 
_ friendſhip of Chriſt; to be freed from 1a fats 
of oondemnation, and to be juſtified freely by 
the blood of Jeſus; if eaſt? out by the 


mes of the world yet chöſen of God anf 


precious; to be heirs of Goc through 
Chriſt; to poſſeſs a title to heaven, and a 
meetneſs for its pure pleaſures; if | theſe 
things are to be N. ee eee ve 
Chriſt is gain to us in life. e YOuv4 : 
The conſolation which the "Holy Spirit af: 
fords us, which ſupports our finking-minds 
from falling into à ſtate of endleſs: deſpair, 
m 1 comforts us in all our 1 
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| T lay on this idea of our ſubject, is but bo- 
 hief but a belief that has to do with a faithful 
God, and a belief that, conſidering the infal- 


| quaintance with the circumſtance itſelf, Death 
is a path that we have not yet trod, r eee 


that to die is the; Chriſtian's gain, we ſhould 
not be ſo much afraid of dying. It would be 
 a'mielancholy conſideration, if, in the trying 
moment; we were deſerted by the Lord Jeſus © 
Criſt; ifihe refuſed to liſten to-our-groans; 
to ſytapathize- with us in our, conflicts and 


fall; be is the ſttength nem our 


e terminated. It is- of little 


5 4 2 "uy i 
and ay 10 all ie Unten nf 
Providence, makes it evident that for the real 
An to e eee | 


TO PT ae, N Toth W W 


VI. Chrift is dhe Cluiflian's. gain-in dp, 
n muſt readily be admitted that all that we 


Ibility of che ſcriptures, ig equal to real ac- 


that in Which we muſt. all, ere long, walk. 
When we realize the pleaſing ſentiment, 


weaknefles;; and if he left us to ſtruggle in 


portion Gee wary pdt ire) 
| | Death will appear ginr the belive, Wore 


—_— 7: 5 ir a : 2 N11. N r 
1. That at leaſt be e All his 


im- 


; 
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e what men ſay of ü; an M 5 


| Ph world may have grieved his ein 
vrhile living, but now he is gternalby deaf to 


the tongue of calumny. He eee 12 


to the place appoinged- for all living,. where 
the wicked ceaſe from [troubling bim, and, 


where his weary foul is for ever at reſt. 
- Itftead' of repining at the death of the righ- 
teous, we ought rather to bleſs our God and, 
Father, that they ate now unacquainted with: 
thoſe: ſorrows which were once their. almoſt, 
comſtant companions. When we ſtood around 
the bed of our dear young friend, ſuppoſe ſhe, 
had addreſſed herſelf to us in this manner: 
Why do you appear fo anxious for me to live? 
ſoppoſe that you, by your kind aſſiſtance, 


— 


could even reſtore me to health, what can u 


Let this conſideration then abate our grief. 
 Altho' our fifter: had not lived the quarter 


'* * She was (OF ORs 


| part of the time that is called the age of man” * 
Er ne | 
| | LIM 47 10 e ee 5 


inſure me? Will you promiſe that my path 
ſhall never be darkened by an adverſe cloud 7. 
Win yon engage that my/name-and-charater. 
ſhall never be evil ſpoken of uadeletyedly} 
Will you pretend to ſay, that I ſhall not ſind it 
to be a world of trouble? We ſhould no doubt 
have bluſhed at being aſked ſuch queſtions. 


4 (- 45: — 0 
Abe . 


1 and great tribula tiene. 
2. To be freed from pain, and dulivered: 
Hons fin; prove that death is gain. 
The complicated diſorders aud long train of 
diſeaſes to which man is ſubject, and which 
be endures, are truly aſtoniſhing. Life is 4 
burden to many, and they chuſe to die rather 
than live. How'often does the phyſician pre - 
ſeribe an ingredient that will make the afflict- 
ed perſon, at leaſt for awhile, inſenſible. If we 
conſider death as à long ſleep, or repoſe, tbe 
moulder to duſt, yet - Ne eee 
The union of body and ſoul will be broken, at 
leaſt till the morning of the reſurrection, hen 
thoſe that ſleep. in Jeſus, God will bring with 
him. — But at death, there is not only a free! 
dom from pain, but à deliverance from ſin. It 
ĩs the miſery of the Chriſtiaii, to live in a place 
where ſin is, and it will be his gain to be where 
it is not. When we leave the place of our 
_ relidence; and go to any other, either for 
the purpoſes of our health, or recreation, it 
would afford us pleaſure if we could get where 
ſin cannot extend its baneful influences, and 
where our hearts would be unſuſceptible of 
ite attack. But when en OR 


inthe „ on” lan 
| ' 9 * 4 Sin, 


12 
Nen 
118 N 1 17 


EIN 


| __—_ o 90 york enemy before; "TIER + > iy 


all vex our eyes and ears no m f 
6 Nm 
Nor Satan break. qur peace. ag, -, [1 f 


3 Ia dyiog, the Chriſtian, obtains. pedo 

by.the Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, ee ex ek! "ye v6; 
He may reflect with pleaſure, on that grace 
whereby he has ſtood. in the evil day, This is 
the victory with which he has overcome the 


world, even, his faith. As he was-ſuperior to 


its allurements while living, he is not now 


Bleſſed be God be hath other proſpect in 


view. If ever the world had any charms- for 


him, yet now they are nn. * 
ment of immortal delights. .- rn 57 he 1 


Nor will the Chriſtian 


from ſatan. One aim of his accuſer will be to 7 


imbue bis mind with deſpair ; that thoſe who 


attend his dying bed may conelude that reli- 


gion is a nonentity. How does he ſuſtain the 
ſhock 2 By faith in the divine word; that word 
encourages his ſoul to exult, and ſay;'5*/THanks 
be to God who giveth me the victory through 


Jeſos Chriſt my Lord.” Here he caſts anchor . 
and is ſecure. The tempeſt may blow, and 
the billows roar ; yet amidft che hurricane, 


Should 115 own heart . him, he may 


- acquielee | in — Juftnels of the acculation, but 


i . 
by” 28 5 5 > : 1 © 8 — 77 
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_ -. — wn ers condemn 
* wirhiogs'!: Thus while ben odiQing with 
me prince of darkneſs, and experiences many 
VU fear in his'own mind, his Lord and Saviour is 
pPreſent, with his Spirit, to ſupport bis fainting 
wou! to ſtrengthen his faith in the word of 
So, and te help bim acroſs the Jordan of 
n and Deli- 
verer, when heart and fleſh "fail is a peculiar 
Ls 3 And what does that man poſſeſs 
. who is deſtitute of this heavenly bleſſing Wes; 
We will cot enlarge upon this head, as it 
* . „eee ee e 
e een ebenen, e Oh 197” 1 


Ca BI; 15 i 200d | drink greg 


© We proceed. to "Ry LO ie 6k 940 0 

y © Sromdh Ahmad lbs e e 
in ſuſpenſe; and he knows not which to 
f +» hook whether nie or death. & For lam 
{SRP ine ire betwixt two.” . 3 ial e 


ls, ad the apotle only a e his tr 
Which were more in number, and ſeverer, than 
thoſe of the other apoſtles; and had he realized 
the glory that he enjoyed, when he was fa- 
voured with the heavenly viſion; we may con- 
. dude, what his determination would have 
| bees, without ſaying that he was in a ſtrait, 
and ſcarcely knew what to chooſe. But 1 


, " 2 
n . 9 t N 
bh P n 
* 


* 


(a) 


de df that he laboured n | 
3 the ſame nature with what the rell 
Chriſtian experiences in che preſent day. This 
That his mind was placed between the Object 
of ſenſe, and the objects of faithz there were 
| thoſe: things'that attracted his deſires in hea- 

ven and in earth. . TE 7 Tg 
In this . | 
| of. the Gentiles, to preach: the  ynſearchable 
riches of Chriſt to poor ſinners. In the courle 
of his miniſtry he had been inſtrumental in 
planting many churches, and had begotten 
many ſpiritual ſons, and daughters by the goſs 


tereſt of Chriſt that he counted. not his life dear 
ſo that he might finiſh, his. courſe with joy. 
Truly, his whole ſoul was abſorbed,in a de- 

ſire to preach. the goſpel to periſhing A 1 | 
From hence, we are led to conclude, that 1 
was not at eaſy thing to break off theſe attach- 
ments Indeed, we do not know that he pol- 
ſeſſed any thing of a worldly nature. that in- 
dined him in the leaſt to defire to remain here. 
* He. counzed every thing but dung and droſs 
for the excellency of che knowledge of Chriſt 
b hg rol ode ent wh ; 


OTE mhieh is, begun on, carth, "by | 
HIDE): op rod "_ et is 8 Kindred 


pel. Such was his zeal in promoting the in- : | 


"x 
——— 4 


— 


— , — * 
3 

» — FR 

245 03S oo er we Aa 


/ * 
.* 
: 
- 
1 c G 
» 
% 

* 

j 
1 * 

„ 
4 Ei 
= 

l 

: 

U 
4 \ 
1 — 
' 

5 
„ 

1 
1 

* 

i] 

0 

zþ K 
! 
| 
. 

* 

' 
. = 
j 
1 
* 
- 
1 © 1 
408 >» 
i3 

ö i 
1 „ 
19 - 

i 
4 

* # : 

1 * 
4 fi ». 
4 
4 
? f 1 
8 GW ; 
' R 

3 4 

_ i 

[ of » 

;3 g 
\ 

_ 

"T ? 

4 : 

L 4 

} - 

g T , 
| =. J 
' 4 5 
1 1 
1 14 
33 
. j & 
l | 
1 
4 [ 
j L } 
* 

[; 

5 1 

* * 7 

1 - 

14 

* 

1 
i} : 
FP 
+13 : 

7 $ 4 

5 : 
- 

+ 
l 
4 
1 
* 
if 
8 
i 
1 
* 


os - 2 
re 
I OS 


s 


to love God and one another; who profeſs 


5 wilhed: "himſelf there. By faith he realized tbe 
eniploymetit of the depurred faints;-and almoſt 


5 26 "I kg 
Esssssclt tbuls; by fark whoſe telight:4t is | 


formed to is image; who ſuſtain ſome pe- 
eee eee e eee dee ee 


ſome may think, yet the thoughts of having 
it diſſolved by death, ie. reading the deb 


from their bones. 032141108 ler e 
The apoſtle kad dies Rbe 3 Chriſtian, but 
_ All, le had thoſe ties as a miniſter, = 
Were nach. harder to be broken than 
e imagine · On the other hand, 
pa obzects of faith that almoſt inclined | 
im to bid farewell” to all hie companions | 


- in" rribulation.” 'By*falith he ſew the hear 
; veily world, anticipated the pure pleaſures 


that ite there to be enjoyed, and en 


vilhed' to nivgle'with'thein, in aſeribing al- 
vation and honour to God and the Lamb. 
But Rill there was one Object, of which he 


_ ſays, © Whom having not feen we love, in 

| whom, though now we fee him not; yet be- 

| levjng we rejoice, with Jon unſpedkable and 
flull of glory:” This is none othet than the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who loved the apoſtle, aud 


gave Himſelf for him. And if fuch-was the 


1 bore to Gail, unt 


he 


PY 27 1 8 
„ 
ptoaches for his name's ſake; if he deterr | 
mined not 40 know. avy. thing: fave Chailt 
and him cruciſied; we may almoſt wonder 
when be tells us, that he is in a ſtrait be- 
tuwixt two. This heſitation was not the ef- 
ect of cowardiee 3 altho' hie place was the 
ame wee eee 

Fami 

The dying Chriſtian cen expreſſes. -the. 
farts Jengintge as that: whigh. we have eonſi - 
dered in relation to the apoſtle; viz. I am in 
a ſtrait betwixt tro. Elijah was miſtaken 
| when hechoughs than bg ras the only age that 
feared the true God; for the Lord told him, 
ita be ad reervl Wett eye es 
in iſrael, that had not bowved the knee to 
We are not. ſo ſituated, brethren, as only to 
henne companion in dhe galpe} n r 


a town and were it the caſe, the trial would 


be felt moſt ſeriouſly, to leave that individual 
Chriſtian to traverſe the vale of tears aloge. /It 

muſt be painful to think of parting from thoſe = 
with whom we have taken ſweet counſel, and 
have walked to the houſe of God together. 
We have likewiſe many other things that in- 
ne m to remain wie cr os een, 


5 


1. 4 1 ws * D. * 9 7-1 * 


Perſonis who enjoy health, ho are in e 
perous circumſtances, and have contracted the 


all probability expreſs themſelves in the ſame 


1s blefſed of the Lord; where there is an altar 
 well-pleaſing to Him, through the mediation 


ee n een — 


friendſhip of many'pious Chriſtians ; may feel 
a deſire to be inſtrumental in the church of 
God, to ſtrengthen the weak hands, and to 


confirm the "feeble knees of the mourners in 


Zion. But theſe ſame zealous" believers, if 
the proſpect of betiefiting the church be cut 
off, either by illneſs or infirmity, they will in 


manner. A pious and only daughter, whoſe 
parents houſe, like the houſe of Obed Edom, 


to the Lord God of Iſrael, to offer up ſacrifices 


of his welle beloved Son; ſuch a place may be | 


conſidered a Bethel, the” houſe of God, and 


the gate of heaven; and the pleaſure that they 


enjoy on earth, of the preſence and approba- 
tion of their berwenky⸗ Father, may give birth 


to a deſire, chat they may never, never part. 
4 They wiſh not to be ſeparated by death; but if 


it were the will of God, that as they have lived 
together, ſo ws; drm d n Fe lat 25 


9 ee een e 


Nor can we imagine, hr 00 ſubje&t 'of this | 


 Uſcourſe'was GE of ties to hold her ſpi- 
rit 


1 „ 1 
ieee de d ee eie Stein 92 1 
She had acquaintances, ſhe had relations, ſhe 
had an indulgent and kind father, and a ſym- 
pathizing aud affectionate mother. Theſe, ſhe 
loved at all times, and therefore it argues àn 
apology for her, when "__ * e e 
at betwixt Wo. n ne 
2. The littleneſs . We be with 
een things, is another reaſon why we are 
often in'a ſtrait, and know not hat to:choble,  _ 
whether life or death. We know them ort 
by report, though that report nenn . 
n ſilence every doubt. 
Our faith “is built eee eee f 

2 apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt him 
ſelf being the chief corner-ſtone.”” God, be 
well knows what. manner of ſpirits we axe, diſ- 
covers in us the greateſt imperfection in the 

exerciſe of faith, The .unbelief of Thomas 

was not very unlike the unbelief of ſome real 
Chriſtians. He ſaid, « Except 1 ſhall ſee in 

his hands the print of the nails, and ptit my 

fingers into the print af the nails, and thruſt 
my band into his aps e „ 


Jam 3 66 

. tre, har os dept Ns OM 

upon our ſenſes than we do upon faith, And, 5 1 

ſeeiog this is the caſe, that we heſitate to agree, 5 
or to give full credit to the evidence of teſti- 
S 9 mony, 

1 


„ nen 


1 3 


evidence of the object, it cannot be wondered, 
i in ſeaſons of partial unbelief we ſhbuld de- 
ſut to remain in the fleſh. No man hath ever 
aſrended into the heavenly world, to inform 


5 e eee eee ng 


ner the ſaints are preſerved ene e ak 


. All that we know they eee 3 


21; 4; Is that they Gng, and that they love. 
"Indeed it has never entered into — heart 
_ of:man to conceive what God has laid up for 
| thoſe that love him; but what Jeſus ſaid to 
| his diſciples, is applicable to us, What * 
| Enove not now, ye fhall kg btreaſter,” | Wet 
3. The fearful apprehenſions . 
 \enterthited about death, operate on our minds, 
and de ure unwilling to die. Surely, there is 
nothing in death itſelf that is deſirable. The 
ſtrongeſt believer in the Lord Jeſus, does not 
deſite death, merely becauſe he may die, but 
Sure that be may be bat from in, ade. 
ent with the Lord. in W 6 07 EY 

e tenigitarion's fool, and ee erbt 


40%; N * 


1 2. Man makes Adench which nature never made | 


„ Then on the point of his own fancy f falls; | 
0 . a thouſand e in one 
iN 1 9 2 * Jet 3 Ll * * N -L@UNC. 


N * e berief as ee ee eee 


ſon, When our youths have ſtripped off their 
Uothes * ldmetimed behold a pie- 
ture 


any chooſe rather to vendire upon the 


1 
* 


. 
* > . 
: * ) ; 
K 


W |. 5 
* They: kip te 8 


fro on the .mangia ; now they appear, deter: 
mined. to plunge in, but fear takes kold-of 


back, and fear to launch away... Even. ſo it 
is with the faint... Between, the objects, o 


exerciſe of believing, and doubting ;. between 
what it is to live, and what it is to die; the 


mos vet hat I (hall e r e e 


Din 
Y But we proceed to Mer, *. 1 5 


ut 


Wb the Chriſtiap' 3 is \ baaily 


determined, by a perſuaſion, that to de- 


IS Bader terme head df our ſubject ve 
have ſhewn, that in general the deſire of de- 
parting'out of this world is not the common 
experience of the young Chriſtian ; eſpecially 


—— 4 — 
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thoſe who have 2eal; health! and opporttinity 


of promoting the intereſt of Chriſt; This 


neſs of the deſire at any other time ; but ſuch 
an inference” is certainly-unrea{onable; . 1! c 


we have hearts deceitful-above all things, and 


them, and chey linger, they ſhiver, they drave $5 
ſenſe, and the objects of faith; between the 


Chriflian {ays,; Lam in a firaight betwixt | 


part and to be with Chriſt.js far better, 


might incline ſome to queſtion the laudable- 


As we become better acquainted With the 
depravity of human nature, and find that 


deſperately wicked . as wee: p eri er ce 1 - l : : 


FE, 
. "04 
o 
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| "er their deſire will be eee 


eileulated the preſent ſtate is to a life'6f 
5 mote deception of ſome who pro- 
| feb to de religious; theſe circumſtances de- 

tack our affetions from the objetts of this 

world, and we determine that to depart and 
ti be with Chriſt is far Better. 
But our heavenly Father will not treat the 
Uefite with contempt; ſuppoſing that it ſhould 
have been cheriſhed by a long oourſe of 
ufflictions. And in all probability we ſhall 
find more of this genuine ſentiment among 
afflicted ſaints, 2 ka be nen 1 
* "When thing ho have been excee an | 
ive! in che church of God, re alide by 
'infirmity, they find, that independent of be- 
jag able in ſome. reſpect or other to further 
the golpel, life is a burthen; allowing that 
hey enjoy ſome tokens of the favour of God, 


with Ohriſt which is far better. 
Had not our dear young Gland Sl the 
ſiuhject of great afflictions, the deſire to de- 

port in the bloom of life would not have been 
ſo ſtrong; but concluding that her ſhort race 
vas almoſt run, or rather that it was the Will 
of God to call her out of this world, ſhe not 
hoo only avoided murmuring, but ſhe acquieſced 


"Os W WO, the + defired 
to 


11 


i depry and oe wth Cl mhigh fr, 
better. 
It was 1 Holy Spirit that had. WET the 
goſpel effectual to her converſion, and falva- 
tion; and therefore it was not a fruitleſs wiſh; 
or ne the deſite of the hypocrite that ſhall 
| periſh for ever. This holy diſpoſition would, 
Without doubt, had ſhe lived, have ripened 
| into all the amiable graces that - adorn the 
diſciple of Jeſus, and raiſe him ſo much above 
the man that knows not God, or the mere 
formaliſt in religion; Her determination, in 
the ſtrength of Divine grace, was, that if the 
Lord in tender mercy ſhould reſtore her heath 
to her, to live to the honour of Chriſt, and 
therefore ſhe would frequently fay,. For me 
to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain. „Though 
ſometimes ſhe! appeared in u ſtrait betwixt 
two, yet her mind was finally determined, 
that. ©: to depart, and tobe wim Chriſt, was Tar | 
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Our text has 3 much controyeely, 
but 4 is not our province: at Wg Coe TOP: - 


hp different opinions/of authors. 


I. The apoſtle ſpeaks of departing; and of 
beingvith Chriſt, which can by no means ts 
applicable to his body: 


12 II. That when be ſhould: enjoy * com- 35 
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| poffibilicy of their deceiving! us, would have 


14 0 


2 mee ele in Where 18. ! 5 
And here we have ſuch a cloud of witneſſes as - 


is equal to demonſtration/: witneſſes, that the 


| been a greater miracle than bus been wrought 
nde the creation of the world. The aſcenſion 
of Chriſt is witneſſed by the uniform teſti- - 
mony of the apoſtles, The crangeliſt Mark, 
. ſays, that He (that is, Chriſt) - was received 
up into heaven, and fat on the right hand of 
God.“ Luke, the arrurate hiſtorian and dif 
_ Eiple, ſays, * And it came 10 paſa, while he 
bleſſed'his diſciples, he yas parted from them, 
md carried/ up into heaven.“ Peter, in his 
Fehl #fermon- to the Jews, on tbe day of 
| Pentedoft, ſpeaking of Clit, Jays, *4 There- 
| fore, biing by che right hand of God.exalied, 
and having received of the Father the promiſe 
of the Holy Ghoſt, be hath ſhed forth. this, 
which ye nber ſee-and hear.” Paul, the apdf- - 
tle, who was once favoured with a ſight of the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift' by a- peculiar ' revelation, - 
_ Jays, *For Chriſt: is not entered into the holy 
Places made with hands, which EO 
he true; but into heaven itſelf, now to ap- 
150 ml deli ws,” n 
. | Fo 1 
eee 8 
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after death, than forne wWhO produits cht 
tians have believed and ' publiſhed” to the 

world, They ſay that the ſout ſleepe until-the = 
reſurrection of the dead. By this aſſertion, we . 
Imagine that they involve themſelves in u dif- 
ficulty not unlike the following; —The depart- 
ed faint fleeps in the duſt until the refurrec- - 
tion; the departed” ſaint is preſent” with 
Chriſt; therefore Chriſt will remain in the 
duſt until the reſurtection. But in che judg- 
ment of charity, we cannot: imagine that this 
is their ſentiment; but at the ſame time we 
profeſs that their exphining the ſeriptures, in 
a manner to ſubſtantiate the doctrine of the 
ſoul's  fleeping gt ace bo ener wt 
W to us. 7 

We ſhould be indlitied-to think, that was 
apoſtle had been aware that ever the ſubject 
ol the foil's' happineſs, when freed from the 
bondage of corruption, would have become 
controverted, he could not poſſibly have been 
more decifive than. he is, We are confillent, 
I fay, and willing rather to be abſent from the 
body, and to be prefent with the Lord :” and 
again, Therefore, (fays he) we are always 


colts; knowing that whilſt we are at home 


in the body, we are abſent from the Lord,” 2 

Cor, v. 6, 8. We will not affume any advan 
kages above thoſe N 2 5 
| our 
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do light, appears by their ſeveral writings. 

That it was a+ matter of great conſolation to 

them, and enabled them to brave dangers; to 

be reconciled to the loſs of the comforts of life; 

to be conſidered as the filth of the catth, and 

| the offscouring of all thingsz and by which 

they counted not their lives dear, ſo that they - 

might finiſh their courſe with joy, aud the 

S of the miniſtry. that OO 
m. 


1 reſearches; the prayers and interceſſions 
of the beſt of men; after the longing deſires, 
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our judgments, or our acquirements; but w 
| cannot help thinking that the apoſtle, by the 
pronoun, we, means the fouls of believers, and 


that he conſiders the body as the habitation, or 
as he calls it, their home. That it was the 


ſentiment of all the apoſtles, and was made 


manifeſt by the ſuperior light of the goſpel, 
by which life and immortality were brought 


How 3 after all e 


and frequent importunities, of dying ſaints, to 


Eno the truth; we ſay, how exceedingly 
ſttrange it is, that the martyrs, and the moſt 
eminent ſaints, ſhould have died in the dark, 
and ſtill remain in a ſtate of inſenſibility. 


eee 


# admitted! into the preſence of Chriſt; received 
* into, WO, 3 enjoying, that manſion that 


Was 


. | 4: 37 5 3 

was i for us bebe ;tha=hnndatiaitf 
the world. This, beloved brethren, I pledge 
myſelf, was the ſentiment and the expectation 
of our dear departed ſiſter. When in fecble 
accents ſhe ſaid; any thing about deſiring to 
depart, and to be with Chriſt, ſhe really 
thought, that When the earthly houſe of her 

tabernacle ſhould be diſſolved, ſhe ſhould have 
a houſe not made with hands eternal in tue 
ry Soon ſhe expected to ſee him, that 
vas once à man of ſorrows and acquainted 
with grief; but who muſt reign, until all his 
enemies are put under his feet. And I doubt 
not but you, my dear hearers, believe, with 
me, that ſhe has not been diſappointed; ſhe 
has, we truſt, ſeen him whom ſhe lored, and 
for whom. ſhe thought to die would be gain. 
If this foundation ſhould once be removed, 
what diſtreſs would fill the minds of afflicted 
and dying / ſaints, who are impatient to ſee 


him, Whom having not ſeen they loye, in ER R 


5 whom though now” they ſee him not-, vet 
deliering, they, rejoice with ee e 
age full of glory. , | 
Death may be compared/to- a journey or a 
| vojame: and when the Chriſtian takes his de- 
Parture, he neither expects to be confined, in 
what is called purgatory, for the purifying his 
ſoul, nor to be detained in n | 
go Mb. until * reſurrection of the dead. 
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hs hae Chrift 
When we ſeriouſly confider the x ON 
and happineſs of the upoſtle's ſituarion, we car 
88 | by 80 means conctude that to be in a flate of | 
=_  Inſenſibiliry, which muſt be the cafe if the ſoul 
me - | ficep with the body, could be far better than 
it | his ſituation "white living. And here I muſt 
| beg leave to introduce a note of Dr Guife up- 
on the text. He ſays, If the foul were to fleep, 
or be in a ſtate af infenfibility at death, till the 
8 reſurrection of the body, the apoſtle 
could have hoped for no mofd advantage by 
Vins ſoon, than if he were to have lived ma- 
ny years longer; and conſequently could have 
been in no trait, between a defire of living 
Bere for the ſervice of Chriſt, or dying, to en- 
joy the happineſs 'of being with him'in his 
glory ; nor could he have imagined, in this - 
view of things, that it would have been ex- 
gly far better, for himſelf to ce out of 
hand, that to Hive longer on earth.” 
Our beſt ideas of what ſpirit is, are . 
” Iniparſear; yet the diſtinction in the ſacred 
fſſeriptures is ſo clear, that when we borrow 
dur notions from that infallible book, we need 
. ee e an error. 
u ws, we read er the 82 of jt 
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men a perfect,” and there can be no douke 


' that this refers to their heavenly 
From theſe fe paſſages of ſcripture, Ra 
pears that the ſeparate ſtate of the ſoul is clear 
ly revealed. Let us now'enquire into the de- 
claration of the apoſtle. To be wi enn 
Which is far better. e 24 e e ig e 
We have negatively ſhewa 8 | 
that we obtain in dying; as being freed frank - 
the body of ſin, and leaviog.a'troubleſoine 
world behind ua, and this ——— 
But to be wich Chriſt will be far better, 4 G3 
1. Becauſe our er will be "perfect 
and complete {tes Gem og - . 
How, eee e e lade dess dhe id | 
ee bin We are ſtratigers to per- 
fection, in all our actions, in all our words, 
| and in all our thoughts. The moſt ſimple 
ſcience, or the meaneſt art, contains heights 
and depths that the moſt profouud ꝓhiloſophet 
has never yet explored. | Aud if our im _ | 
fection be diſcoverable in ſuch things, hort 
much more ſo is it when we contemplate hea» - 
venly and divine things. Our knowledge in 
heaven will be refined and very extenſive. We 
ſhall be unacquainted with impure objects. In 
this world we know many things by painful 


Ou We meet with rr mene 


% 
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© C 
filudous all things;' and: nn 
But in heaven we ſhall know nothing of ſuck 
groſs and impure things We, ſhall have a 
more extenſive knowledge of the great myſ- 
tery of our holy religion, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, united in the Godhead; for we 
ſhall ſee him as he is. And when that 0 
is perfect is come, mm chat which ig in 
_ hall be done aways”; "705-044 nie I 1683. 

in the purſuit of 3 we often find. 

ſuch laſſitude of body, that we are compelled 
to give over our ſtudies, becauſe fatigue has 
laid faſt hold of us; but in heaven we ſhall 
not be cumbered with fleſh qqd blood. Thus 
hall-we be fitted for the contemplation of im- 
mortal objects, and as we ſhall be much nearer 
the fountain of intelligence, there can remain 
no doubt of our knowledge being much mote 
extenſive, OE e ol attain- 
ing in this world. e ** 175 * | 
Nor can we with aniline think that the 
Fee, be wanting. That 
glorious God who has ſo highly favoured us 
here, will ſupply us with ſuch rich commu- 
nications of his Holy Spirit, when we join the 
Fee that all that we know now 
may be conſidered as nothing to what we 
2 knows There we ſhall know thoſe 


t tat ag. "We < Galt e um 
| thoſe angels that were miniſtering — i | 
And who held'us up in their arme, and mins: 
teted unto us as the heirs of ſalvation” There 
we Mall know the redeemed but of all nations 
and tongues under IEP _ n 00 
* them. n 
Then the myſteries of os: 
diſcloſed, and we ſhall be fully acquainted with 
the wiſdom of God's 'defighs in all che trials 
and afflictions, wherewith we have been exer- 
ciſed while on this fide Jordan 
Here, at the wiſe man obſet ves, He that 
inereaſeth in knowledge increaſeth in ſorrowy”! 
_ becauſe the greater light the mind receives, the 
greater diſcoveries it has of its native imper- 
feftion. But in heaven we ſhall ſurvey the 
gloties of the moſt ſublime objects and never- 
_ ding delights, and be filled with yonder and | 
admiration. WHOLE e TROL 16 WW; 2 «i | 
4. To be „at Obi will be far better bo- 
eruſe our-enjoytnents will be the e rt, | 
7Fͤ . 4 501 00 01 20s 
Here we' require « conſtant roppily of food, 
raimet, and Nesp, for the ſupport of the bo- 
dy; and theſe may be called neceſſiry enjoys | 
ments! But in Heaven our food will conſiſt, 


in our fouls being replenimed with token 
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* and Smiles of oh boa 
Jie Chriſt win conflamly break forth upon 
. our eyes. We ſhall be tranſported with be- 
'. | _ holding che order and worſhip of the pure in- 
. __ _ "habitats, and ſhall mingle our ſongs and ho- 
naours with juſtified ſpirits, in aſcribing to him 
25 that hath loved us, and waſhed us from our 
fins in his blood, falvation and glory for ever 
and eber. Then we hall drink from that eryf. 


: 200 tal river; the fireams whereof have ſo often re- 
freſhed us in out pilgrimage . There the 
| Lamb who is in the midſt of the throne; ſhall 


lead us to fountains r 


| Wall wipe away all tears from our eyes. 1 
Il᷑'ueſe pleaſures will be perfectly a 
„ | There will be no night, nor any want of the 
| light of the ſun; for God will be the light of 
the „ and we- ſhall 'be. ſatisfied: with his 
| light: We ſhall be ſtrangers to impatience, | 
| and ſhall never be cloyed with participating in 
the pleaſures of the place; The royal Pſalmiſt 
= | ones ſaid, © 1 ſhall be ſatisfied, when awake, 
Vic thy likenefs;” plainly indicating that all 
1 our enjoyments here are unſatisfying, as they 
= dt at beſt only ſips from the ſeveral rivulets; - 
= | _ butthere we hall drink at the fountain head. 
_— rr will 
1 n | 2 . 
| . | 
U F 1 » : 8 ; 4 
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their ſituation, and the beſt ; 
ſign. is, that their b 55 
1 the purity of their natures. They 
— 4 k. 
_—_—_— 72653-9210 Ta. rar ev. 20 

We enjoyments will be perpetual. 
tervals of ſorrow, diſappointment, 3 
or affliction; no enſnaring world, no- faſci- 
nating charm to make us vain for a ſingle mo- 
ment; but pure, ſatisfying, and! eternal de- 
lights, will be our portion. Theſe will never 
millions of ages, in contemplating the — 
Ne our ſalvation z and have received 
4 liberal hand ten thouſand times ten 
ouſand bleſſings; yet it will be an; infinite. 
fulneſs, like God himſelf, who remains un- 
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10. Au N 
1. It is «tech tha ve muſt all depart: 5 
2 | out 
of this world, MOLE. Jigs e 
Daily obſervation. e our minds in 
33 mortal. Death viſits our neigh - 
bourhood, and ſometimes his ſhafts reach our 
2 own habitations. An indulgent father, who 
the only ſupport of his numerous family, is 

arreſt- 
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te heavenly inhabitants are diſlatisſied wih 


s 


N - 


(44% 


* OT adhd: 
away to: the: place appointed for all living, 
Sometimes a beloved child, the centre of our 
eurihly comſunts, is ſoined by the inſatiable foes 
and; ſtrange ta tell, our expefiaons ace blaſted 
in the twinkling ian ꝙM Y han... 
In the caſe before us, our dear young. liter, | 
like the ſun, aroſe with vigour, and promiſed 
along day; bun alas l he went down before 
ſhe had:ihalf-arrived at the meridian. of life. 
When. young:;perſans quit the Gage of life, we 
ſhould-be;mnch aſſected with the ſubject of 
dying ; and ſuch providences accompliſh the | 
iti oppoinged unto man ofice to die.” 
are morally. — —— * es 
e inta the/arms of death, altho' 
we: know not the time, the place, or by what 
means our death will be effected, this is known 
only to God, yet it-ought to be: our greateſt = 
goneenn, now, that when. we depart we may 
ebe with Chriſt which is far better? What 
a ſublime pte yer David uſes in order to im- 
prove an event ſo. awful as death. $0 teach 
us, to number our days, that we may apply 
aur hearts ante wiſdmm 267 27s 
Hermit mit to drop a word to you who are 
in the younger part of life. You will remem - 
baude de ue i. ts ſubject of din fun 
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_ again om thig ſide eternity. The places that 19 


ever.“ May v0 be ſeriouſly affected with " 
theſe important circumſtances, and r to 
| In Grid eee nee b An. 


we are deſtitute: of the knowledge-of Chriſt, 
_ and an intereſt in his great ſalyatiog+: 7 { *; 
Death would in many caſes be deſirable, “ if 
when men die, at once they-ceaſe to be.“ But 
 fuch who are ignorant of the f. 
the moral law, and who manifef} no love-th 
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Jeſus Chriſt, How terrible is the thought 
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20 any of you are now t but glas, what un M. 


tetation will a very ſhort aſſliction mae ; but 
above all, what an alteration has death made. 


The pleaſure hat you have had in her em- 
pany and, converſation, you will never have 


knew her//ence, will know her no mere for 


A2. It will be a e ee at - 


and when they die, they are enveloped in 

bodes nothing but gloom and torment caunqt 
fail to fear to die; and no wonder that ungod- 
ly men appear fo uawilling to quit this life. 
Nothing awaits ſuch but a fearful looking for 


judgment, to be executed on all thoſe who 


know. not God, nor obey che goſpel of our 
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obi to e: Annihilation, Which in other 
reſpects would be conſidered un evil chat 
would embitter the comforts of life,” would, 
t che unbeliever,” be 4 | peculiar favour- 
The ſeripture ſpeaks of ſuch, who, on 
{vious of © ther "guilt. and rebellion, all 
< call for rocks and mountains to fall on 
them, eee eee 
that ſiteth upon the ane ee ee 
Lanz for ever nnn. 

Death, oh Who can” fb this ewe 
111 How melancholy will that ſoul find it; 
that has no God. When on quitting the day 
tenement it ſhould be ſo infatuated, as to ex- 
pect to be admitted within the pearly gates of. 
the heavenly" Jeruſalem, it ſhould hear the 
voice of inſulted Omnipotenee fay, Depart 
from me thou worker of iniquity; 1 never 
knew you.“ Such an unexpected denun- 
 clation would be like a thunderbolt that would 
daſh the ſoul down to its gloomy priſon, to 
mingle its groans with devils and unbelievers. 
f he that deſpiſed Moſes's law died without 
metey under two or three witneſſes ; of ho-] 
much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall 

be be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
wer foot the en ef God, and bath eee 


& 


1 blood RO BAR e hes BY 
ſunctified, an-unholy thing, and hath done de: 
ſpite unto, the Spirit of grace. Fot we know 
dim that hath ſaid, Vengeance belongeth yato 
me, I will recompenſe, faith the Lord. "= e 
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